
Saying “Yes”  to God’s Call 
My friends, 
 

What happens when you say ―Yes‖ to God’s call? I don’t know if I can say that it turned 
my world upside down, but it was a journey of discovery. It began with having to write 
about my spiritual journey. This meant digging deep into my earliest memories of meet-
ing God and reflecting on my relationship with Him through my life up to that time. This 
meant looking at not only those obvious God experiences 
like at church or camp, but also those times when I 
doubted my own ―goodness‖ and lovability. I shared the 
story of my faith journey with members of St. Christopher’s 
at a parish dinner. For you see, this journey was not mine 
alone. The community of St. Christopher’s was traveling 
with me.  
 

Much of the education was done accomplished by taking 
classes through the Diocese of Nevada’s ―School of The-
ology‖. Classes in scriptures, theology, pastoral care, lit-
urgy and church history were offered each fall and spring. 
The most valuable part of this education process was that 
many members of St. Christopher’s, as well as other ―candidates‖ for ordination in 
southern Nevada, and members of their congregations took the classes as well. This 
was not a journey I traveled alone. Our learning was done in community with clergy, the 
bishop and the Regional Vicars (Nevada’s ministry developers) taking an active role, 
teaching and interacting with us. The discussions were rich as we all gained a deeper 
understanding of our relationship with God as individuals and as community. We 
learned together and we developed deep trusting friendships that continue today. 
 

Four times a year, I had to write a letter to the Bishop, sharing experiences and 
thoughts about my journey towards ordination. Reflecting with him, I began to under-
stand that all my lives – mom, park ranger, priest – are not separate. They are interde-
pendent and woven together into a single thread that is who I am. My journey towards 
priesthood was more than religious education. My experiences as a park ranger in the 
National Parks, and in raising a son as a single mother added depth to my priesthood. 
And my priesthood influenced how I did my job as park ranger and mother. Kay the park 
ranger who ―preached‖ about interdependence in the natural world found that it was also 
true in the rest of life.   
 

I was ordained to the priesthood (after 6 months as a transitional deacon) on October 3, 
1993, the eve of the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi. But that was not the end of the 
journey. As Bilbo Baggins in ―The Hobbit‖ says ―The road goes ever on and on…‖  
 
       Peace, Kay 
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ST. MARKõS ñ INTO CHRIST, OUT TO SERVE  

JULY 26— AUGUST 8, 2010 

 

ST. MARK’S VESTRY:  Senior Warden Mark Mathern, Junior Warden Traute Gilbert, 

Thad Hunter, Lyn George, Jackie Hotle, Gwen Colgrove, Pat Hrnicek, Clint Hernandez, 

Jane Cassel, Kayla Hyde, Mark Grothe and Brian Gross  

The Big Day is Nearly Here! 
Ordination & Consecration of John Sheridan Smylie  

as the 9th Bishop of Wyoming 
 

1 p.m. ~ Saturday, July 31 / Casper Events Center 
 

The Seating of the Bishop at the Cathedral 
 

9:30 a.m. ~ Sunday, August 8 / St. Matthew’s-Laramie 



 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
 

♦  AUGUST 1, 2010  ♦ 

Proper 13 
 

ACOLYTES:  8 a.m. Ian Gilbert, Lara Gilbert, 

Pamela RW Kandt 10 a.m. Rich Wilson, 

Claudia Wilson, Jacob Hernandez 

ALTAR GUILD:  Cheryl Nickerson, Claudia 

Wilson, Jane Clemmons, Molly Dryer, Bar-

bara Kumpf, Liz Jennings (wedding team) 

BOOKSTORE:  Kathy Nickerson 

COFFEE HOSTS:   8 a.m. John & Pat Kerns 

10 a.m. Gary & Pat Hrnicek 

FOOD CLOSET:  Kathy Mortimer, Hank 

Schwartzbauer 

GOODIE PROVIDERS:  Sophie Hood, Elaine 

Hough, Charelene Klein, Kathy Mortimer 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR:  Pam Brondos 

NURSERY ATTENDANT:  Elizabeth Gilbert 

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Ted Loveland 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Amy Harmsen 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC:  Judy & Mike 

McLellan 

YOUTH PROGRAM:  Wendy Jo McCroskey 

TELLERS:  Mark Grothe, Brian Gross 

USHERS:   8 a.m. Forest & Sally Irons 

10 a.m.  Jane & Matt Cassel 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  8 a.m. Susan Massey, 

Bob Tanner 10 a.m. Pamela RW Kandt,  

Bill  Bon 

 

SCRIPTURES  
August 1, 2010 

Proper 13  
 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
Psalm 49:1-11 

 

Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 

Additional Members Needed  
for Rector Search Committee 

 

The Vestry needs your help identifying addi-
tional Rector Search Committee members.  
We need to add representation from three 
demographic areas with one or more persons: 
youth, male, new to St. Mark's. On July 18, 
your Vestry members reviewed the Search 
Committee applications.  They compared ap-
plicant demographics and are seeking a cross
-section of our church membership. Demo-
graphics reviewed were gender; age; length of 
membership at St. Mark's; years to service to 
the parish, the community or both; and age of 
children, if any.  After the review, the Vestry 
reiterated the need for additional search com-
mittee members representing younger, male 
and relatively recent membership to our par-
ish. If you know someone fitting that descrip-
tion, please contact Senior Warden, Mark 
Mathern (mmathern@aol.com or 262-6656) or 
forward the name to any member of the Ves-
try including our Interim Rector, Reverend Kay 
Rohde (kayrangerrev@gmail.com or 234-
0831).  The Vestry will contact those individu-
als and finalize Search Committee member-
ship August 16 
 

* * * 

Once again the generous hearts of St. Marks shine 
through!  Thanks to your generosity, we have paid for 
the signet ring: St. Mark's gift to Bishop-elect John 
Smylie. John Wold and Eleanore Walker will present 
the ring to the new bishop at the Consecration on be-
half of St. Mark's.  Any monies over and above the cost 
of the ring will be designated to the Bishop's Discretion-
ary Fund, so we know it will be put to good use! Again, 
thank you for coming through for this memorable gift. 

Our Gift to the New Bishop  

Michael Bon’s new address: 
PO Box 083 

Banda Aceh 23001 NAD 
Indonesia 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
 

♦  AUGUST 8, 2010  ♦ 

Proper 14 

 

ACOLYTES:  8 a.m. Soren Engstrom, Edie 

Bennett, Nick McAtee 10 a.m. Allen Morton, 

Bradley Jackson, Jarrett Jackson 

ALTAR GUILD:  unknown 

BOOKSTORE:  Kathy Nickerson 

COFFEE HOSTS:   8 a.m. Gary & Lyn George 

10 a.m. Bill & Kathy Mortimer 

FOOD CLOSET:  Kathy Mortimer, Hank 

Schwartzbauer 

GOODIE PROVIDERS:  Gwen Colgrove,  

Kristina Hunter Judy McLellan 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR:  Pam Brondos 

NURSERY ATTENDANT:  Elizabeth Gilbert 

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Ted Loveland 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Amy Harmsen 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC:  Judy & Mike 

McLellan 

YOUTH PROGRAM:  Wendy Jo McCroskey 

TELLERS:  Thad Hunter, Gwen Colgrove 

USHERS:   8 a.m. Mary Lou Mackey & 

Margie Roberts  10 a.m.  Thad Hunter &  

Peter Nicolaysen 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  8 a.m. Trent Nicker-

son, Lara Gilbert 10 a.m. Mark Grothe,  

Bob White 

 

SCRIPTURES  
August 7, 2010 

Proper 14  
 
 

Genesis 15:1-6 
Psalm 33:12-22 

 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 

NOTES from CINDY 
HELP!!  The Altar Guild memorial flower fund 
is about out of money.  This has been self-

sustaining fund for many 
years thanks to the contribu-
tions of memorial gifts, but 
times have changed and 
that’s had a major impact on 
the giving to this fund.  Please 
remember this ministry when 

giving and also check and see if you are in-
deed caught up for the memorials you  
request through out the year. 
 

* * * 
The office will have very limited hours August 
2-9 so Cindy can have some consecration 
recovery time.   Kay also has a previously 
scheduled trip for that week. If you need take 
care something in the next couple of weeks, 
contact the office this week.  
  

* * * 
If you need transportation to the Events Cen-
ter for the Consecration, call the office. Also, 
please confirm by e-mail or phone if you can 
usher for the consecration.  Be there at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, July 31 on the floor for in-
structions.  Your help is appreciated and 
you’ll have a lot of fun! 
 

                                 * * * 
Some ministries here at St. 
Mark's need new members!  We 
take ministries like the Altar 
Guild for granted - everything is 
always ready for us no matter 
the occasion.  We are so blessed. Please 
consider being a part of this wonderful minis-
try — it’s a great way to better understand our 
liturgies & worship and have fun on top of it.  
We’d love to have teens & tweens and any-
one else — no experience is necessary!  The 
more we have, the more we can spread the 
work out.  Please give careful consideration 
to being a part of this great group. Contact 
any Altar Guild member or the office. 


