To All — Things are going great at school, but are very exhausting. A regular day is up at 7:00am
and off to breakfast and then library. Chapel is daily at noon followed by lunch and then back to Ii-
brary and then my Jesus and the Synoptic Gospels class from 2:00pm to 4:15pm. After this itis
back to the library until dinner at 6:00pm. | then have my God and Creation class from 7:00pm to
9:15PM. and back to the library until they close at 10:00. | try to get in as much study time until |
have to close my eyes at midnight. The next morning | get up, rinse, and repeat.

An amazing thing is that one of my professors, Kwok Pui Lan, sits in the dinning room with the stu-

dents during meals as well as in chapel every day. It is wonderful to sit with her and continue learn-
ing but as | found out it can be dangerous. | was
having dinner with her at about 6:30PM right before
her God and Creation class | have with her when
she asked me about the reading for that night (We
have to read a new book every day for class). | told
her that | enjoyed it very much and she said "good,
then you can give a presentation on it tonight in
class" With only 20 minutes to prepare the adrena-
line got going again and the presentation went well.
What an amazing environment this is.

| went to services at the Monastery which is the So-

ciety of Saint John the Evangelist. An aside to this

is that Bishop-elect John Smylie had encouraged me

to stop by to see them as he lived there for a year
while attending Episcopal Divinity School. The Sanctuary was beautiful and the property is expan-
sive and the architecture is splendid. The morning was misty with rain and it the Sanctuary over-
looked the Charles River. What a way to worship.

Although it is far from home | was delighted to meet up with a friend from home. God. God is here
also and has been all week. He has been in Ann Marie who showed me the ins and outs of getting
around campus and the library. He is in Lynn who showed me where to do my laundry in the
Gothic basement of the dormitory. He is in Bea who gave the most amazing homily at chapel the
other day and He is in Dr. Kwok Pui Lan who has been pushing me to expand my knowledge all
day not just in class. It is so nice to have a friend here.

| open every day with my own morning prayer, asking
for strength to get through the day and for my mind to
stay open to fit in all of these new and wonderful ideas
and teachings. Boy has my mind been opened with
information being spooned in as quickly as possible.
My strength hasn't failed yet. Thanks be to God, Alle-
luia. (1do need to teach these people to say Alleluia
though. Itisn't ever said, much less three times in a
row) I'll send more pictures when | can. These pic-
tures are of the Chapel on campus and a look down
the street. Wherever you go you will always find a
Starbucks.

God's Peace to you all, Brian Gross




